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Prague, 2" December 2020

Dear Mr. Faltynek,

First of all we hope that you and your fellow Members of Parliament are well. We are glad to
see positive signs with the number of corona cases stabilizing in the Czech Republic while the
European Union is preparing the first distribution of vaccines.

You may remember a meeting in June this year when — still in person - several ambassadors
presented to the Agricultural Committee of the Czech Chamber of Deputies concerns about
certain changes in the Food Act. More specifically, we raised concerns about the conformity
with EU legislation and practicality of provisions on obligatory quotas for Czech food under
debate at that time. The EU Commissioner for the Internal Market, Mr. Thierry Breton, has
written to Minister Toman expressing similar strong reservations about the compatibility with
European Law. The European Commission took a similar position for instance in the case of
milk quotas in another EU member state. Moreover, quotas for local food producers are likely
to raise prices for consumers and limit the freedom of choice.

In our conversation you shared some of our concerns and assured us that any legislation to be
supported by the ANO caucus and the Agricultural Committee would first be checked against
its compatibility with European Law, in particular the principles of the single market and of the
free movement of goods.

In this light, we would like to express our concern about new amendments brought forward in
the course of October. Amongst other aspects they propose the introduction of food quotas for
Czech products in a range from 55% to 65%. Again we would like to emphasize that any food
quota would most likely be contrary to EU legislation on the free movement of goods, in
particular Articles 34 and 49 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. The
imposition of a mandatory share of local food in retail stores would eventually create favored
trade conditions and discriminate similar imported products. It also restricts the freedom of
retailers to decide on their product range. And it may be added that, as far as we know, large
retails chains in the Czech Republic proactively seek and build long term relationships with
local suppliers, thus already offering on average more than 60% food products from the Czech
Republic. The envisaged food quota may thus not have a significant impact in practice.

Since joining the European Union, the Czech Republic has always been a champion of an open
single market from which its economic development has profited considerably. In this spirit we

hope that it can be ensured that any amendments to current laws are in line with European
treaties.

Yours sincerely,
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Bettina Kirnbauer

Ambassador of the Republic of Austria
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Christoph Israng

Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany

Kees Klompenhouwer

Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands

Grégoire Cuvelier

Ambassador of the Kingdom of Belgium
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Alexis Dutertre

Ambassador of the Republic of France
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Ambassador of the Republic of Italy

Antoni Wrega

Chargé d’Affaires a.i. of the Embassy
of the Republic of Poland

Bernardo Lépez Lépez-Rios

Chargé d’Affaires a.i. of the Embassy
of the Kingdom of Spain
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Praha 2. prosince 2020
VazZeny pane predsedo,

doufdme, Ze se Vam i Vasim kolegtim poslanciim daii dobte. Jsme radi, Ze miZeme pozorovat
pozitivni vyvoj, kdy v Ceské republice dochazi ke stabilizaci po&tu novych pripadi nakazy
koronavirem a Evropska unie se zaroven ptipravuje na distribuci prvnich vakein.

Pravdépodobné si vzpomindte na naSe setkani v &ervnu tohoto roku, pfi némz né&kolik
velvyslanci — stdle jest¢ osobné — prezentovalo zemédélskému vyboru své znepokojeni
souvisejici s nékterymi navrhovanymi dpravami potravinového zakona. Konkrétné jsme
vyjadfili obavy ohledné souladu s legislativou EU a proveditelnosti Vv pfipad¢ ustanoveni
tykajicich se povinnych kvét pro Eeské potraviny, o kterych se v té dobé diskutovalo. Evropsky
komisaf pro vnitini trh Thierry Breton se pisemné& obratil na ministra Tomana, aby vyjadril
obdobné vyrazné vyhrady ohledné souladu s pravnimi piedpisy EU. Evropské komise zaujala
podobné stanovisko naptiklad v p¥ipad& kvét na mléko v jednom dalsim statu EU. Kvéty na
produkty mistnich vyrobcl potravin navic &asto vedou ke zvySeni cen pro spotiebitele
a omezuji svobodu vybéru.

V ramci nasi diskuze jste zminil, Ze n&které z nasich obav sdilite, a ujistil nas, Ze u jakychkoliv
legislativnich navrhd, které by mél poslanecky klub ANO a zem&dé&lsky vybor podpofit, bude
nejdfive provéfen soulad s pravnimi predpisy EU, ato zejména s principy vnitintho trhu
a volného pohybu zboZi.

Proto bychom chtéli vyjadfit nase znepokojeni zplisobené novymi upravami navrZenymi
v prib&hu fijna. Jejich soudasti je mimo jiné zavedeni kvot pro deské potraviny v rozsahu 55 az
65 procent. Chtéli bychom opét zdtiraznit, Ze jakékoliv potravinové kvéty velmi pravdépodobné
budou v rozporu s pravnimi ptedpisy EU tykajicimi se volného pohybu zboi, a to zejména
s ¢lanky 34 a 49 Smlouvy o fungovani Evropské unie. Stanoveni povinného podilu lokalnich



potravin v maloobchodech by vytvotilo pro mistni vyrobky zvyhodiiujici obchodni podminky
a diskriminovalo podobné produkty z dovozu. Zaroveri by takovy krok omezil svobodny vyb&r
maloobchodnikli ohledné $ite jejich nabidky. Mohli bychom také dodat, Ze pokud vime,
vyznamné maloobchodni fetézce v Ceské republice aktivné vyhledavaji a buduji dlouhodobé
vztahy s mistnimi dodavateli a v priméru uZ nyni maji v nabidce vice nez 60 procent vyrobki
z Ceské republiky. Navrhované kvéty na potraviny by tak v praxi nemély vyznamny dopad.

Ceska republika od svého vstupu do Evropské unie vzdy prosazovala otevieny jednotny trh, ze
kterého ekonomicky zna¢né profitovala. V tomto duchu doufdme, Ze bude mozné zajistit, aby

jakékoliv upravy stavajicich zékoni byly v souladu s evropskymi smlouvami.

S pozdravem

Bettina Kirnbauer Alexis Dutertre

velvyslankyné Rakouské republiky velvyslanec Francouzské republiky

Christoph Israng Francesco Saverio Nisio

velvyslanec Spolkové republiky Némecko velvyslanec Italské republiky

Kees Klompenhouwer Antoni Wrega

velvyslanec Nizozemského kralovstvi chargé d’affaires a.i. velvyslanectvi
Polské republiky

Grégoire Cuvelier Bernardo Lopéz Lopéz-Rios

velvyslanec Belgického kralovstvi chargé d’affaires a.i. velvyslanectvi
Spanélského kralovstvi




